CODE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE
SECTION 1209-1222
1209. (a) The following acts or omissions in respect to a court of
justice, or proceedings therein, are contempts of the authority of
the court:
(1) Disorderly, contemptuous, or insolent behavior toward the
judge while holding the court, tending to interrupt the due course of
a trial or other judicial proceeding.
(2) A breach of the peace, boisterous conduct, or violent
disturbance, tending to interrupt the due course of a trial or other
judicial proceeding.
(3) Misbehavior in office, or other willful neglect or violation
of duty by an attorney, counsel, clerk, sheriff, coroner, or other
person, appointed or elected to perform a judicial or ministerial
service.
(4) Abuse of the process or proceedings of the court, or falsely
pretending to act under authority of an order or process of the
court.
(5) Disobedience of any lawful judgment, order, or process of the
court.
(6) Willful disobedience by a juror of a court admonishment
related to the prohibition on any form of communication or research
about the case, including all forms of electronic or wireless
communication or research.
(7) Rescuing any person or property in the custody of an officer
by virtue of an order or process of that court.
(8) Unlawfully detaining a witness or party to an action while
going to, remaining at, or returning from the court where the action
is on the calendar for trial.
(9) Any other unlawful interference with the process or
proceedings of a court.
(10) Disobedience of a subpoena duly served, or refusing to be
sworn or answer as a witness.
(11) When summoned as a juror in a court, neglecting to attend or
serve as a juror, or improperly conversing with a party to an action
to be tried at the court, or with any other person, in relation to
the merits of the action, or receiving a communication from a party
or other person in respect to the action, without immediately
disclosing the communication to the court.
(12) Disobedience by an inferior tribunal or judicial officer of
the lawful judgment, order, or process of a superior court, or
proceeding in an action or special proceeding contrary to law, after
the action or special proceeding is removed from the jurisdiction of
the inferior tribunal or judicial officer.
(b) A speech or publication reflecting upon or concerning a court
or an officer thereof shall not be treated or punished as a contempt
of the court unless made in the immediate presence of the court while
in session and in such a manner as to actually interfere with its
proceedings.
(c) Notwithstanding Section 1211 or any other law, if an order of
contempt is made affecting an attorney, his or her agent,
investigator, or any person acting under the attorney's direction, in

the preparation and conduct of an action or proceeding, the
execution of any sentence shall be stayed pending the filing within
three judicial days of a petition for extraordinary relief testing
the lawfulness of the court's order, the violation of which is the
basis of the contempt, except for conduct proscribed by subdivision
(b) of Section 6068 of the Business and Professions Code, relating to
an attorney's duty to maintain respect due to the courts and
judicial officers.
(d) Notwithstanding Section 1211 or any other law, if an order of
contempt is made affecting a public safety employee acting within the
scope of employment for reason of the employee's failure to comply
with a duly issued subpoena or subpoena duces tecum, the execution of
any sentence shall be stayed pending the filing within three
judicial days of a petition for extraordinary relief testing the
lawfulness of the court's order, a violation of which is the basis
for the contempt.
As used in this subdivision, "public safety employee" includes any
peace officer, firefighter, paramedic, or any other employee of a
public law enforcement agency whose duty is either to maintain
official records or to analyze or present evidence for investigative
or prosecutorial purposes.

1209.5. When a court of competent jurisdiction makes an order
compelling a parent to furnish support or necessary food, clothing,
shelter, medical attendance, or other remedial care for his or her
child, proof that the order was made, filed, and served on the parent
or proof that the parent was present in court at the time the order
was pronounced and proof that the parent did not comply with the
order is prima facie evidence of a contempt of court.

1211. (a) When a contempt is committed in the immediate view and
presence of the court, or of the judge at chambers, it may be
punished summarily; for which an order must be made, reciting the
facts as occurring in such immediate view and presence, adjudging
that the person proceeded against is thereby guilty of a contempt,
and that he or she be punished as therein prescribed.
When the contempt is not committed in the immediate view and
presence of the court, or of the judge at chambers, an affidavit
shall be presented to the court or judge of the facts constituting
the contempt, or a statement of the facts by the referees or
arbitrators, or other judicial officers.
(b) In family law matters, filing of the Judicial Council form
entitled "Order to Show Cause and Affidavit for Contempt (Family Law)"
shall constitute compliance with this section.

1211.5. At all stages of all proceedings, the affidavit or
statement of facts, as the case may be, required by Section 1211
shall be construed, amended, and reviewed according to the followings
rules:
(a) If no objection is made to the sufficiency of such affidavit
or statement during the hearing on the charges contained therein,

jurisdiction of the subject matter shall not depend on the averments
of such affidavit or statement, but may be established by the facts
found by the trial court to have been proved at such hearing, and the
court shall cause the affidavit or statement to be amended to
conform to proof.
(b) The court may order or permit amendment of such affidavit or
statement for any defect or insufficiency at any stage of the
proceedings, and the trial of the person accused of contempt shall
continue as if the affidavit or statement had been originally filed
as amended, unless substantial rights of such person accused would be
prejudiced thereby, in which event a reasonable postponement, not
longer than the ends of justice require, may be granted.
(c) No such affidavit or statement is insufficient, nor can the
trial, order, judgment, or other proceeding thereon be affected by
reason of any defect or imperfection in matter of form which does not
prejudice a substantial right of the person accused on the merits.
No order or judgment of conviction of contempt shall be set aside,
nor new trial granted, for any error as to any matter of pleading in
such affidavit or statement, unless, after an examination of the
entire cause, including the evidence, the court shall be of the
opinion that the error complained of has resulted in a miscarriage of
justice.

1212. When the contempt is not committed in the immediate view and
presence of the court or judge, a warrant of attachment may be issued
to bring the person charged to answer, or, without a previous
arrest, a warrant of commitment may, upon notice, or upon an order to
show cause, be granted; and no warrant of commitment can be issued
without such previous attachment to answer, or such notice or order
to show cause.

1213. Whenever a warrant of attachment is issued pursuant to this
title the court or judge must direct, by an endorsement on the
warrant, that the person charged may give an undertaking for the
person's appearance in an amount to be specified in such endorsement.

1215. The person arrested must be discharged from the arrest upon
executing and delivering to the officer, at any time before the
return day of the warrant, an undertaking to the effect that the
person arrested will appear on the return of the warrant and abide
the order of the court or judge thereupon.

1216. The officer must return the warrant of arrest and
undertaking, if any, received by him from the person arrested, by the
return day specified therein.
1217. When the person arrested has been brought up or appeared, the
court or judge must proceed to investigate the charge, and must hear

any answer which the person arrested may make to the same, and may
examine witnesses for or against him, for which an adjournment may be
had from time to time if necessary.
1218. (a) Upon the answer and evidence taken, the court or judge
shall determine whether the person proceeded against is guilty of the
contempt charged, and if it be adjudged that he or she is guilty of
the contempt, a fine may be imposed on him or her not exceeding one
thousand dollars ($1,000), payable to the court, or he or she may be
imprisoned not exceeding five days, or both. In addition, a person
who is subject to a court order as a party to the action, or any
agent of this person, who is adjudged guilty of contempt for
violating that court order may be ordered to pay to the party
initiating the contempt proceeding the reasonable attorney's fees and
costs incurred by this party in connection with the contempt
proceeding.
(b) Any party, who is in contempt of a court order or judgment in
a dissolution of marriage, dissolution of domestic partnership, or
legal separation action, shall not be permitted to enforce such an
order or judgment, by way of execution or otherwise, either in the
same action or by way of a separate action, against the other party.
This restriction shall not affect nor apply to the enforcement of
child or spousal support orders.
(c) In any court action in which a party is found in contempt of
court for failure to comply with a court order pursuant to the Family
Code, the court shall order the following:
(1) Upon a first finding of contempt, the court shall order the
contemner to perform community service of up to 120 hours, or to be
imprisoned up to 120 hours, for each count of contempt.
(2) Upon the second finding of contempt, the court shall order the
contemner to perform community service of up to 120 hours, in
addition to ordering imprisonment of the contemner up to 120 hours,
for each count of contempt.
(3) Upon the third or any subsequent finding of contempt, the
court shall order both of the following:
(A) The court shall order the contemner to serve a term of
imprisonment of up to 240 hours, and to perform community service of
up to 240 hours, for each count of contempt.
(B) The court shall order the contemner to pay an administrative
fee, not to exceed the actual cost of the contemner's administration
and supervision, while assigned to a community service program
pursuant to this paragraph.
(4) The court shall take parties' employment schedules into
consideration when ordering either community service or imprisonment,
or both.
(d) Pursuant to Section 1211 and this section, a district attorney
or city attorney may initiate and pursue a court action for contempt
against a party for failing to comply with a court order entered
pursuant to the Domestic Violence Protection Act (Division 10
(commencing with Section 6200) of the Family Code). Any attorney's
fees and costs ordered by the court pursuant to subdivision (a)
against a party who is adjudged guilty of contempt under this
subdivision shall be paid to the Office of Emergency Services'
account established for the purpose of funding domestic violence
shelter service providers pursuant to subdivision (f) of Section
13823.15 of the Penal Code.

1218.5. (a) If the contempt alleged is for failure to pay child,
family, or spousal support, each month for which payment has not been
made in full may be alleged as a separate count of contempt and
punishment imposed for each count proven.
(b) If the contempt alleged is the failure to pay child, family,
or spousal support, the period of limitations for commencing a
contempt action is three years from the date that the payment was
due. If the action before the court is enforcement of another order
under the Family Code, the period of limitations for commencing a
contempt action is two years from the time that the alleged contempt
occurred.
1222. The judgment and orders of the court or judge, made in cases
of contempt, are final and conclusive.

